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ADDENDUM: 
Number 13 – Message Switch

DATE:
  
May 6, 2002

MESSAGE:   
The HCSO currently utilizes Coded Communications DXTs (also known as Kustom Electronics) for Mobile Data Terminals (MDTs) in the vehicles.  The MDTs are connected to an M/A-COM (formerly Ericsson) Orion radio for data transmission to the M/A-COM (formerly Ericsson) EDACS Gateway.

The EDACS Gateway is connected via 8 serial ports to a custom developed radio data interface application developed in C.  This application resides on a PC running Windows 2000.

The radio data interface application communicates to the MDC Message Switch utilizing TCP/IP.  The MDC Message Switch is written in COBOL and resides on the Unisys IX-4800.  The MDC Message Switch routes the message to the appropriate MAPPER program.

If the request is not FCIC related, then the MAPPER program responds to the MDC Message Switch that sends the response message to the radio data interface application.  If the request is FCIC related, the MAPPER application then communicates with a separate FCIC Message Switch written in COBOL that resides on the Unisys IX-4800.  Upon receiving the response from the FCIC Message Switch, the MAPPER application returns the message to the MDC Message Switch.  The MDC Message Switch then forwards the message to radio data interface application.

As part of a COPS MORE grant project to begin deployment of laptops to the field, the HCSO had a MDT Emulation application developed.  The MDT Emulation application provides the functionality of the Coded Communications DXT MDT as an application that can be run on a laptop computer in the vehicle.

The MDC Message Switch and FCIC Message Switch were developed by part time consultants at the HCSO.  Any questions on these applications should be directed in writing to the HCSO at the rms_cad@hcso.tampa.fl.us.  

The radio data interface application and MDT emulation software were developed by and are supported by Chuck Connelly.  Any questions on these applications should be directed to Connelly Software Engineering, 1938 Vineland Drive, Tallahassee Florida 32317, (850) 322-3903. 
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